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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  candidate 

in exact ly the same way as they mark the first . 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries may lie.  

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader must  be consulted. 

 Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  more than one level, and where this happens markers must  use their 

professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-m iddle mark if 

there is an even number of m arks)  and then m ove the mark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the requirements of the level:   

 I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks within 

the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 

be expected within that  level 

 I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

 The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the level that  

are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 



   
 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Paper  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est ion  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 

contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 

without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 

informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 

The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 

j udgements. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source m aterial and at tem pts 

analysis by select ing and summ arising informat ion and making 

inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 
 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material,  

but  mainly to expand or confirm  mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

with some substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 

addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

based on valid criteria although just ificat ion is not  fully substant iated. 

Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 

the nature or purpose of the source material or the posit ion of the 

author. 



   
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est ion  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 

contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 

without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le support ing 

evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y may be addressed, but  by making 

stereotypical judgements. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source material and at tempts 

analysis, by select ing and sum marising informat ion and making 

inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 
 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material 

but  mainly to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgement . The concept  of reliabilit y is 

addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

  Detailed knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters 

of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 

as nature or purpose of the source material or t he posit ion of the 

author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

  Analyses the source material,  interrogat ing the evidence to make 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 

used, for example by dist inguishing between informat ion and claim  or 

opinion. 
 

  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context , but  m ainly 

to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the 

content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source material in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although some of the evaluat ion may not  be fully 

substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 

will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and comm unicate knowledge 

and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 

concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuit y, 

sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

  Sim ple or generalised statements are m ade about  the topic. 
 

  Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

  The overall judgement  is m issing or asserted. 
 

  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tempts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate to the focus of the quest ion. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only implicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

  An overall judgement  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for judgement  are left  implicit .  
 

  The answer shows som e at tempts at  organisat ion, but  most  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  to explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although some 

mainly descript ive passages may be included. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to demonst rate 

som e understanding of the dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

  At tempts are m ade to establish criteria for judgement  and to relate the 

overall j udgement  to them, although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argument  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of the 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to meet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgement . Although some of the 

evaluat ions may be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgement  is 

supported. 
 

  The answer is generally well organised. The argument  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 



 

 

Sect ion  A:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 A:  I n d ia , 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 4 8 :  Th e Raj  t o  Par t i t ion  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 

relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider its value for 

an enquiry into the react ion of the Brit ish Governm ent  to the I ndian 

fam ine of 1876-78. 

1.The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of 

inform at ion from  the source, and the inferences which could be drawn and 

supported from  the source:  

 I m plies that  the Brit ish Governm ent  wanted to overcom e the 

effects of the fam ine ( ‘no lack of hum an endeavour to com bat  the 

effects of fam ine, and to save the lives of people com m it ted to their  

care’)  

 Provides evidence that  the Governm ent  wanted to solve the fam ine 

at  the lowest  cost  ( ‘a resolut ion … to accom plish this with the least  

possible expense’)  

 I ndicates that  the Governm ent  believed that  lives could not  be 

saved at  all costs ( ‘to consider the possibilit y … on such a scale as 

would m ake it  im possible for the Governm ent  of I ndia save every 

life’)  

 Provides evidence of the act ion the Governm ent  was taking to deal 

with the fam ine ( ‘inst ruct ions were addressed to Fam ine 

Com m issioners’) .  

 

2.The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or 

purpose of the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 Lord Napier had personal experience of ruling in I ndia in Madras 

and as Viceroy in 1872 

 This is a statem ent  m ade to the House of Lords by a well- inform ed 

ex-civil servant  

 The purpose of the source is to com m ent  on the posit ion that  the 

Governm ent  of I ndia held with regard to outbreaks of fam ine in 

I ndia. 

 

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy / usefulness   of 

inform at ion.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The 1876-8 fam ine was the m ost  severe of the century affect ing 36 

m illion people and thus required governm ent  intervent ion 

 

 The response of both the provincial governm ents and the Brit ish 

Governm ent  was slow in providing em ploym ent  on public works, 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 b  

 

which would allow peasants to earn sufficient  m oney to buy food 

 

 The Brit ish Governm ent  opposed any m easures that  infr inged the 

free t rade pr inciple and was against  the purchase of food to 

alleviate the fam ine because it  pushed up prices 

 

 The Brit ish Governm ent  drew up a Fam ine Code that  placed 

responsibilit y on local governm ents to plan for future fam ines. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 

relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

 

Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to 

an enquiry into at t itudes within the I ndian Nat ional Congress to the Br it ish 

rule of I ndia in the years before 1914. 

 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 

source and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 Bal Gangadhar Tilak represented the m ilitant  nat ionalist  wing of the 

I NC 

 Tilak’s views did not  represent  the m ajor ity view of the I NC with 

regard to the m ethods that  should be used to resist  Brit ish rule 

 The purpose of this source is clearly to galvanise I ndians into 

m ilitant  opposit ion. 

 

2. The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the 

following points of inform at ion and inferences:  

 Provides evidence that  Tilak believed the m oderates in the I NC 

were prevent ing I ndia from  achieving freedom  from  Brit ish rule 

( ‘we are willing inst rum ents of our own oppression’)  

 Suggests that  Tilak believed his m ethods would dr ive the Brit ish out  

of I ndia ( ‘they are a t iny m inority in this count ry‘; ’ your future rests 

ent irely in your own hands.’)  

 I ndicates the type of act ions Tilak expected m ilitant  opponents of 

Brit ish rule to take ( ‘This is boycot t  . . .  We shall not  give them  

assistance to collect  revenue and keep peace’)  

 Suggests that  Tilak is exaggerat ing the likely im pact  of the 

m ethods he is prom ot ing ( ‘you are free from  tom orrow’) . 

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion 

or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content .  Relevant  points 

m ay include:  

 

 The I NC split  in 1906 into m oderates and radicals;  the m oderates 

m anaged to tone down the radicals’ resolut ions including one 

calling for swaraj  

 

 Tilak was a st rong cr it ic of the Raj  and used his newspaper to 

prom ote his views including self- rule for I ndia 

 

 The m oderates in the I NC had focused on widening part icipat ion in 

the governm ent  in I ndia within a spir it  of cooperat ion with the Raj  

and in 1907 they confirm ed the object ive of self-governm ent  

 

 The m oderates in the I NC opposed aspects of the Morley-Minto 

reform s in 1909 by passing resolut ions disapproving of the separate 

electorates. 

 

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 
 



 

 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 A:  I n d ia , 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 4 8 :  Th e Raj  t o  Par t i t ion    

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  how far the 

governm ent  of I ndia m ade progress towards self-governm ent  in the years 

1880-1910. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  the governm ent  of I ndia m ade progress 

towards self-governm ent  in the years 1880-1910 should be analysed and 

evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 The reform s int roduced by Lord Ripon in 1883 provided for local 

self-governm ent .  I ndian rural boards were given ext ra powers to 

raise m oney for local works 

 

 The 1892 I ndian Councils Act  provided the opportunity for I ndians 

to sit  on provincial legislat ive councils and part icipate in the form al 

consultat ive process 

 

 The Morley-Minto reform s provided for 60 I ndian representat ives to 

serve on the Viceroy’s execut ive council,  which would give I ndians 

a m uch greater voice in the governing of the count ry 

 

 After the 1909 Act  was passed Muslim s part icipated wholeheartedly 

on the councils because seats were reserved for them . 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  the governm ent  of I ndia did not  m ake 

progress towards self-governm ent  in the years 1880-1910 should be 

analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 The opposit ion to the I lbert  Bill 1883 dem onst rated that  m ost  of the 

Brit ish opposed the increased involvem ent  of I ndians in governing 

the Em pire 

 

 Lord Ripon’s m unicipal corporat ions were designed to save m oney 

rather than m ove I ndia towards self-governm ent . Ripon did not  

believe the I ndian people were fit  for self-governm ent  

 

 Even after the 1892 I ndian Councils Act  m ost  I ndians sit t ing on 

provincial councils were officials of the Raj  rather than 

representat ives of the I ndian people 

 

 Morley did not  intend his reform s to lead to self-governm ent . He 

claim ed their purpose was to produce bet ter and m ore inform ed 

governm ent  by the Brit ish. 

  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 



 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  the extent  to which 

Brit ish t rade with I ndia changed in the years 1857-1914 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  Brit ish t rade with I ndia changed in the 

years 1857-1914 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 The opening of the Suez Canal in 1867 was vitally im portant  for 

t rade with I ndia. I t  reduced the t ravelling t im e between the two 

count r ies and reduced the cost  of t ransport ing freight  

 The im port  of Brit ish goods was facilitated by lowering tar iffs on 

Lancashire cot ton in 1872, and then rem oving all tar iffs on Brit ish 

im ports in 1883 

 By 1900 significant  am ounts of iron, steel and engineering products  

were supplied to I ndia  

 There was a huge increase in the export  of tea from  I ndia to Britain 

in the years 1857-1914 ( from  £24,000 in 1854 to nearly £8 m illion 

in 1913)  and raw jute ( from  £500,000 in 1854 to over £9 m illion in 

1913)  

 The export  of raw cot ton, indigo and opium  fell from  60%  of all 

exports in 1871 to 20%  by 1901 

 The developm ent  of the railways throughout  the period enabled 

greater exploitat ion of I ndian raw m aterials through the long haul 

m ovem ent  of raw m aterials for export  to Britain. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  Brit ish t rade with I ndia did not  change 

in the years 1857-1914 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  

points m ay include:  

 

 I ndia was the single largest  overseas m arket  for Britain throughout  

the period 

 

 I ndia essent ially rem ained a provider of raw m aterials and a m arket  

for Br it ish m anufactured goods. This rem ained consistent  

throughout  the period 

 

 I ndian cot ton was t raded with Britain throughout  the period. I t  was 

m anufactured into cloth in the text ile factor ies in Lancashire, which 

was in high dem and in I ndian m arkets. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4  

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether, in the 

years 1920-47, Jinnah played the m ost  significant  role in the decision to 

part it ion I ndia.  

 

The argum ents and evidence that , in the years 1920-47, Jinnah played 

the m ost  significant  role in the decision to part it ion I ndia should be 

analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 I n the 1920s, Jinnah, the head of the Muslim  League, worked with 

the Congress to achieve bet ter Muslim  representat ion but  cam e to 

believe that  Muslim s would not  be served well in a united I ndia 

 The outcom e of the elect ions after the 1935 Act  convinced Jinnah 

that  a separate Pakistan was necessary and he won m ass support  

from  Muslim s through a series of m ass rallies and press interviews 

 I n March 1940 Jinnah called for a separate Muslim  state in the 

Lahore Resolut ion. This was supported by the Muslim  League 

 I n 1947 Jinnah insisted on Part it ion at  all costs and claim ed that  

the Muslim  League would rather fight  a civil war than accept  

t ransfer of power to a Hindu m ajor ity union. 

 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  other factors played a m ore significant  

role in the decision to part it ion I ndia should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 The Hindu and Muslim  com m unit ies in I ndia were divided by their  

beliefs and this was exacerbated by the size of the Hindu m ajority, 

which encouraged Muslim s to desire separat ion 

   

 The withdrawal of Congress from  Minist r ies in 1939 enabled the 

Muslim  League to work with the Raj  and st rengthen their posit ion 

on a separate Muslim  state 

 

 Fazul Huq played a key role in draft ing the Lahore Resolut ion in 

1940.  He was a st rong proponent  of a separate Pakistan 

 

 Riots and m urder in the Punjab in 1947 played a role in convincing 

Mountbat ten that  Part it ion was the only solut ion to the problem s in 

achieving independence 

 

 ‘Plan Balkan’ failed and Mountbat ten becam e anxious to set t le 

before the situat ion worsened and Britain becam e swam ped by 

events it  could not  cont rol. Hence he opted for com plete Part it ion. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 


